it is such a potpourri. However, its very scope is intriguing and makes the book enticing to thumb through. One cannot say that no biologist's bookshelf should be without it, but whether it yields a relevant fact or satisfies idle curiosity or simple pedantry, the book is worth the price.
J. P. G.
ESSENTIALS OF HISTOLOGY. By M. M. Hoskins and G. Bevelander. St. Louis, C. V. Mosby Co., 1956. v, 254 pp. $4.00. The beginning student of histology is frequently confused by the increasing burden of detail that is incorporated into the more encyclopedic texts. For such students the more condensed treatment available in this book will prove useful since it provides, in skeleton form, the essentials of the subject. In this sense the present (third) edition of this work fills a real need in providing the student with a frame of reference. The fact that the scope of this book can provide only a foundation is clearly recognized by the authors who rightly suggest that the superstructure must be added from other sources.
The scope of the third edition is little different from that of its predecessors. Most of the illustrations are line drawings which serve admirably to emphasize the salient characteristics of each tissue and organ. The diagnostic tables of previous editions have been retained and are of some value. The absence of bibliographical material, while in keeping with the aim of the book, underlines the necessity, in all but the most abbreviated courses, of recourse, in addition, to more detailed treatments.
The present reviewer must note one drawback in the present revision. At several points it fails to reflect fairly recent advances in microscopic anatomy. For example, despite recent advances in histochemistry and electron microscopy, these fields are not mentioned in the text, the latter field being represented by a lone electron micrograph. Again, in the section on liver no use is made of the newer data of Elias and, as a consequence, the figures belie the text. While the preface promises to ". . . borrow material from other disciplines . . . in several instances to correlate structure and function," the text does so to a very limited extent. No matter how brief a textbook is, it should be up to date and should reflect the current status of the field.
With this one reservation the third edition of Essentials of Histology will continue to serve well the beginning student in search of orientation. The present edition is a comprehensive dictionary of the terms used in the numerous branches of medicine and closely related sciences, including radiobiophysics, chemistry, dentistry, pharmacology, veterinary medicine, zoology, botany, and forensic medicine. The excellence of the second edition is the result of the efforts of Drs. N. L. Hoerr, A. Osol, S. W. Chase, Carl F. Francis, and the co-operation of eighty-eight contributors. A special effort has been made to include some of the newer terms from the vocabularies of thoracic surgeons, psychiatrists, and tumor investigators. Oncologic terms have been increased by at least two hundred. In microbiology, the names of genera have been modernized to agree with the latest terminology. Pharmacologists will welcome this edition, especially since it includes and defines the numerous drugs described in The Pharmacopeia of the U.S.A. (U.S. Pharmacopeia) Fifteenth Revision (1955) , and in the New and Non-official Remedies (1955) .
Anatomists will find the present edition particularly helpful because it contains the BNA (Basal Nomina Anatomica) terms with modifications and those BR (British Revision) terms that differ significantly from them. Also included are parts of the old terminology (OT) and the recent modifications suggested by the International Nomenclature Commission. From this reviewer's appraisal, it appears that the second edition is much more extensive than the so-called "first" edition (a revision of Gould's Medical Dictionary, 5th ed., 1941). The definitions are accurate, and in many instances several definitions are provided where necessary. The 1956 edition includes the new terms and usages which evolved with the myriad medical advances during the first half of the twentieth century.
Included are 45 illustrative plates, several of which are in color. The illustrations are well done and correctly labeled. They will be useful to the student of human biology and the practitioner alike.
The appendix consists of 116 pages of tables of information ranging from anatomy (arteries, bones, joints and ligaments, muscles, nerves, and veins), blood constituents, chemical elements, enzymes, hormones, and isotopes to prescription writing, vitamins, and weights and measures.
This dictionary is a useful one; the print is clear, and the paper is of excellent quality. The excellence of the first edition is richly enhanced, and this reviewer is confident that the present edition will be useful to students, medical practitioners, writers, and secretaries. Furthermore, it is the most recent dictionary, and its large number of words, illustrations, and tables will appeal to those who may wish to purchase a medical dictionary for the first time or those who may wish the latest edition of a medical dictionary. JOSEPH T. VELARDO THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF CHEMISTRY. By Henry M. Leicester. New York, John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1956. vi, 260 pp. $6.00. In this slim volume, Professor Leicester has set himself the Herculean task of presenting the history of chemistry from prehistoric times to the present. While it is inevitable that such a survey will necessarily skimp in some places or ignore whole areas, Professor Leicester's work stands up, on the whole, as a literate and accurate account of man's pursuit of knowledge of the intimate processes of nature.
There are two main dangers which the author of any survey must face; description tends to take the place of analysis and, in an attempt to mete
